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Short term plans should be messy by the end of the week, with 
changes made wherever the teacher changes her mind about 
how planned lessons might need to be altered. Assessment 
notes made on the plan should inform future plans only, rather 
than attempt to track individual progress. Evaluations of 
lessons are unnecessary on a day to day basis. 
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““AA  cclleeaarr  ddiissttiinnccttiioonn  sshhoouulldd  bbee  mmaaddee  bbeettwweeeenn  aasssseessssmmeenntt  
ooff  lleeaarrnniinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoosseess  ooff  ggrraaddiinngg  aanndd  rreeppoorrttiinngg,,  
wwhhiicchh  hhaass  iittss  oowwnn  wweellll--eessttaabblliisshheedd  pprroocceedduurreess,,  aanndd  
aasssseessssmmeenntt  ffoorr  lleeaarrnniinngg  wwhhiicchh  ccaallllss  ffoorr  ddiiffffeerreenntt  pprriioorriittiieess,,  
nneeww  pprroocceedduurreess  aanndd  nneeww  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt..””  

(Assessment Reform Group, 1999) “The collection of marks to fill up 
records is given greater priority than 
the analysis of pupils’ work to discern 
learning needs.” “… all subsequent statements of government 

policy, have emphasised the importance of 
formative assessment by teachers. However, 
most of the available resources, and public and 
political attention, have been concentrated on the 
tests which are given at the end of the Key Stages 
to yield overall levels or grades, and whilst 
teachers’ contributions to these ‘summative’ 
assessments have been given some formal 
status, hardly any attention is paid to them. 
Moreover, the problems of the relationship 
between teachers’ formative and their summative 
roles have received no attention.” 
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There is overwhelming evidence 
that improving the quality of 
formative assessment can lead to 
considerable increases in pupils’ 
achievement. 
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