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Background
1. The first of the seven prime judgements is Pupils’ achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their learning. For ease of reference it is often called the ‘achievement grade’. It has two elements. One, attainment, judges the pupils’ academic standards when they leave the school against a range of national benchmarks derived from test and examination results, together with other evidence. The other, learning and progress, takes account of the pupils’ starting points and how well they develop as learners and enjoy gaining skills, knowledge and understanding. The grade descriptors for ‘achievement’ are used after the separate judgements for attainment and for learning and progress have been made. 
Inspection guidance

2. Professional judgement plays an important part when inspectors are interpreting data and when they are confirming initial hypotheses by looking at the school’s own data, talking to teachers and pupils and looking at the pupils’ work. Where it is available, inspectors should use RAISEonline to form a preliminary view of attainment, noting that it is the attainment only of the oldest pupils which is considered (typically Year 2 in infant schools, Year 6 in primary schools and Year 11 in secondary schools). In other configurations, such as middle schools, the school’s own data considered alongside inspectors’ scrutiny of standards of work will be central to the judgement. 

3. Inspectors should look for broad patterns of attainment over at least the last three years, using the tests of statistical significance in RAISEonline as a guide. All of the main indicators are used and none is given priority. Looking at whether there is a preponderance of sig+ or sig- over the last three years will give a strong initial indication of the general standard of attainment. For many schools, it will quickly become clear that the absence of a majority of sig+ indicators means that attainment is unlikely to be better than average. In very small schools, however, and even in many small schools, inspectors will need to make a professional judgement if, for instance, attainment has been consistently above (or below) average but has not registered on the significance test. This is also relevant for small groups of pupils in bigger schools. In the tables in RAISE online, a ‘dash’ shows that there was insufficient data for a significance test to be carried out, whereas a blank means that a test was carried out and the result was not significant.     

4. In judging whether attainment is above average or high, inspectors should take account of the proportion of indicators over the last three years which are sig+. Over half need to be sig+ before grade 2 can be considered. At least two thirds need to be sig+ before grade 1 is a possibility. After looking at headline data, inspectors should consider the data for groups and then for separate subjects. As well as looking at the prevalence of sig+, inspectors should take account of any instances of sig -. It is highly unlikely that grade 1 is justified if there is any sig-. Grade 2 may be warranted if the instances are isolated and there is evidence that there has been improvement.

5. Grade 4 is indicated when there is a stubborn pattern of significantly below average attainment over several years on headline data (for example, on overall average points scores or threshold measures for GCSE passes at five A*-C) or for particular groups (for example, boys or a sizeable minority ethnic group) or in particular key subjects (these are defined in a footnote in the evaluation schedule). 

6. The term ‘average’ covers a broad spectrum of attainment and may be more accurately thought of as ‘broadly average’. It is quite possible that the indicators for a school with average attainment might include some that are significantly above average as well as some significantly below average. Some variation between the different indicators and between the same indicators over a three-year period is to be expected. Judging that a school’s attainment is high, above average, average or low means that, generally, taking everything into account, the school usually performs in this way. It is not possible to draw a definitive line on a graph to demarcate the grades. 

7. It is important that inspectors give full consideration to the performance of groups of pupils as well as headline figures for the school overall. Attention should be paid to any groups identified in RAISEonline but inspectors should avoid placing too much emphasis on what might be an isolated result. Sig+ or sig- results for a group should trigger further discussion with the school and possibly investigation to identify whether there are any general patterns in the standards reached by a particular group over more than one year. There may be groups which the school caters for other than those in RAISEonline and where these are sizeable
, they should be taken into account. A ‘sizeable’ group is likely to be around 20% or more of a cohort but inspectors must use their professional judgement, particularly where the size of a group fluctuates. Inspectors should look at the attainment of sizeable groups even if there is no information about the significance of particular results. This will often be the case in primary schools and it is important to establish whether there is a pattern of attainment which is above or below average. Inspectors will need to discuss such issues with the school and then use their professional judgement about the importance of their findings.
8. The judgement about attainment should be based largely on the published data but inspectors should form a view, where possible, about the current standards of the pupils’ work. This up-to-date insight into attainment should be used to inform discussions with the school about patterns of attainment in the historical data, for instance to confirm that low attainment by a particular group in a previous year was an isolated occurrence. If an inspection team decides that there is compelling evidence that current attainment is substantially different from the historical data, it should inform the judgement. Inspectors must secure a robust evidence base and ensure that the inspection report explains the judgement. 

9. Annex A contains blank templates which inspectors might find useful when recording information about a school’s attainment. It is not compulsory to use these but inspectors should ensure that they are familiar with the approach outlined in the training materials, ‘An approach to judging attainment’.

ANNEX A: Blank templates
Attainment summary: secondary school 
Table 1: Attainment indicators at the end of Key Stage 4 over the last three years

	
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Significantly above average (SIG+)
	
	
	

	Above, but not significantly different to, average
	
	
	

	Below, but not significantly different to, average
	
	
	

	Significantly below average (SIG-)
	
	
	


Key to abbreviations for indicators used in table 1.

CAPS:

Capped average points score

APS:

Average points score

5ACEM:
% pupils passing 5 GCSEs at C or above, including English and mathematics

5AC:

% pupils passing 5 GCSEs at C or above

5AG:

% pupils passing 5 GCSEs at G or above

APSEN:
Average points score for English

APSMA: 
Average points score for mathematics 

Table 2: Attainment indicators (average and capped average points scores) for groups at the end of Key Stage 4 as shown in RAISE 

	
	2008

	
	APS
	CAPS

	Significantly above average (SIG+)
	
	

	Above, but not significantly different to, average
	
	

	Below, but not significantly different to, average
	
	

	Significantly below average (SIG-)
	
	


Table 3: Attainment indicators for key subjects at GCSE (subjects with large numbers being entered)

	
	2008

	
	A*-A
	A*-C

	Significantly above average (SIG+)
	
	

	Above, but not significantly different to, average
	
	

	Below, but not significantly different to, average
	
	

	Significantly below average (SIG-)
	
	


Attainment summary: primary school 
Table 1: Average points scores over three years for all subjects and English, mathematics and science at the end of Key Stage 2
	
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Significantly above average (SIG+)
	
	
	

	Above, but not significantly different to, average
	
	
	

	Below, but not significantly different to, average
	
	
	

	Significantly below average (SIG-)
	
	
	


Table 2: Attainment thresholds at the end of Key Stage 2 for2008
	
	2008

	
	L4+
	L5+

	Significantly above average (SIG+)
	
	

	Above, but not significantly different to, average
	
	

	Below, but not significantly different to, average
	
	

	Significantly below average (SIG-)
	
	


Table 3: Average points scores for pupil groups at the end of Key Stage 2 for 2008
	
	2008

	
	Below national figure
	Above national figure

	Sizeable groups (All NC core subjects)
	
	

	Sizeable groups (English)
	
	

	Sizeable groups (mathematics)
	
	

	Sizeable groups (science)
	
	


Attainment summary: infant school 
Table 1: Average points scores over three years for all subjects, reading, writing and mathematics at the end of Key Stage 1
	
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Significantly above average (SIG+)
	
	
	

	Above, but not significantly different to, average
	
	
	

	Below, but not significantly different to, average
	
	
	

	Significantly below average (SIG-)
	
	
	


Table 2: Attainment thresholds at the end of Key Stage 1 in 2008
	
	2008

	
	L2C+
	L2B+
	L2A+
	L3+

	Significantly above average (SIG+)


	
	
	
	

	Above, but not significantly different to, average


	
	
	
	

	Below, but not significantly different to, average


	
	
	
	

	Significantly below average (SIG-)


	
	
	
	


Key for table 2

R:
reading

W:
writing

M:
mathematics
Table 3: Average points scores for pupil groups at the end of Key Stage 1 for 2008
	
	2008

	
	Below national figure
	Above national figure

	Sizeable groups (All NC core subjects)
	
	

	Sizeable groups (reading)
	
	

	Sizeable groups (writing)
	
	

	Sizeable groups (mathematics)
	
	











� A group could be considered as 'sizeable' where it consists of more than five pupils and accounts for at least 20% of the cohort.  In a very large school, it may be appropriate to consider groups which account for less than 20% of the cohort but nevertheless cover a large number of pupils.  For example, in a cohort of 250 pupils, a group of 30 pupils is only 12% of the cohort but accounts for enough pupils that if their performance is significantly out of line it would be worth investigating and reporting on with regard to the grade descriptors.
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