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Guidance for viewing the Learner Achievement Tracker (LAT)
Guidance for viewing the Learner Achievement Tracker (LAT)

The LAT includes value added (VA) data for graded level 3 qualifications and distance travelled (DT) data for levels 1 and 2 qualifications as well as pass/fail level 3 qualifications.

Website and password

Access to the LAT is through the Learning and Skills Council’s Provider Gateway on https://gateway.lsc.gov.uk/providergateway/
Her Majesty’s Inspectors may obtain a password from Thomas Howells on thomas.howells@ofsted.gov.uk. Additional inspectors who are leading an inspection of a secondary school with a sixth form should contact their RISP.

Logging in

· Click on ‘login’ in the menu on the left

· Enter your user name and password (they are case sensitive)

Once you have been given a user name and password, if you later forget your password or want to change it, just click on ‘Forgotten password’ and you will immediately receive an automatically generated email giving you the chance to set a new password.
Accessing the LAT

· Click on ‘LAT’ in the menu on the left

This takes you to the LAT home page that lists the types of LAT report:

1. summary reports (similar to those shown in the PANDA report for a qualification, subject or sector subject area (SSA))

2. national comparison charts (scatter graphs for a subject showing each learner’s performance)

3. national chances graphs (showing national data only).

Selecting a provider

To view the data for a provider you will need its UPIN (unique provider identification number) which differs from its URN and DCSF number. You can search for this using the provider’s name.

· Select ‘Provider search’ from the menu on the left

· Click the circle to search by provider name

· Key in the full name or part of it and click the ‘search’ button (beware if it is a common name like Queen Elizabeth’s as many providers will be listed and apostrophes cannot be included). A list of providers matching your search will appear.

· Click on the ‘select UPIN’ button alongside the correct provider’s name

You will now be logged into that provider’s data. At the top left of the screen the provider will be listed.

Viewing summary reports

· Click on ‘summary report’ in the menu on the left

· Select DT or VA in the drop down menu for ‘measure’ then wait for the page to update (these VA reports are used in the PANDA report)

· Select from the drop down menu for ‘qualification’ (for example A level, all qualifications or all qualifications SSA report) then wait for the page to update

· Click the ‘view report’ button on the right of the page then wait for it to appear

You will see the graph first; if you scroll down you will see the associated table of values, including those for fewer than 5 learners that are suppressed from the graph and do not appear in the PANDA report tables.

If there is a range of academic and vocational qualifications within a subject area, such as a school’s specialist area, you may find the ‘all qualifications SSA report’ helpful as it groups all qualifications into broad subject areas. 

· When you want to see another summary report, do not click on the X to close the page as this will log you out of the LAT. Just select another qualification or measure from the drop down menus.

Viewing national comparison charts

· Click on ‘national comparison charts’ in the menu on the left

· Select DT or VA in the drop down menu for ‘measure’ then wait for the page to update

· Select from the drop down menu for ‘qualification’ (for example A level, AS level, advanced extension award) then wait for the page to update

· Select from the drop down menu for ‘subject’ then wait for the page to update

· Click the ‘view report’ button on the right of the page then wait for it to appear

For A level, you will see a scatter graph showing each learner’s average GCSE score plotted against their A level grade, with curves showing the provider’s distribution and the national distribution. From these you can see which learners contributed positive value added and which contributed negative value added. You can also see the extent to which ceiling effects may have inhibited how much value the highest attainers have added. For a subject with fewer than five learners, only the national distribution will be shown.

Slow functioning of LAT

Sometimes the LAT takes a long time to load a report or does not load it, particularly if you have not waited for pages to update before you click on ‘view report’ or try to select from a pull down menu. You may find it helpful to select something different from the left hand menu or from the ‘measure’ drop down menu before selecting again the report you want.

Saving a report or chart
· When viewing a report or chart, use the ‘select a format’ drop down menu above the graph to select TIFF, pdf, web or Excel format (pdf is useful for saving and sharing)

· Click the ‘export’ command that is alongside the ‘select a format’ drop down menu

· Click ‘save’ in the dialogue box that appears

· Alter the generic name of the file otherwise many may have identical titles

· Select your desired location from the ‘save in’ drop down menu and click the ‘save’ button

· Click ‘close’ in the dialogue box

· Close the blank page that remains on the screen

Printing a report or chart
A report that you have saved as a pdf file or in Excel will print out with a large graph on the first page and the table on the second page.

· To print without saving, follow the first two steps for saving a report

· Then click on ‘open’ in the dialogue box

· Then print in the way you normally would

Downloading all VA or DT data

You can download a pdf file or Excel file containing all the VA graphs and tables or all the DT graphs and tables for a provider.

· Click on ‘download data’ in the menu in the leftolumn

· Click the ‘download’ button against the report type you want. This will open the pdf files and give you an option to open or save the Excel files.

· If you want to save a copy of a pdf file (which may be quite large), click the save icon or use your usual method to ‘save as’

Logging out

If you wait too long between actions you will be logged out automatically and prompted to log in again.

· To log out, click on ‘logout’ near the top left of the screen

A self-teach tutorial on using the LAT and a handbook are available on http://thegateway.lsc.gov.uk/training-support/all-support/
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