
NATIONAL NUMERCY STRATEGY: TEACHING CHECKLIST

This checklist has been devised to help with lesson observations. No single lesson will contain all the features listed, but you can use the checklist to note aspects of teaching that you see in each part of the lesson.

In the introduction, the teacher:

· gives a clear start to the lesson

· maintains a brisk pace

· provides a variety of short oral and mental activities

· asks a range of open and closed questions

· makes sure that all children can see the teacher clearly and take part in the lesson

· targets individuals, pairs or small groups with particular questions

· uses children’s responses to make an informal assessment

· makes sure any support staff give discreet help to certain children

· avoids disruption from too much movement of pupils around the room

· avoids running over time and moves smoothly to the next part of the lesson

In the main activity, the teacher:

· makes clear to the children what they will learn

· makes links to previous lessons or to work in other subjects

· tells children what, if anything, they need to prepare for the plenary session

· maintains pace and gives children a deadline for completing their work

When working directly with the whole class, the teacher:

· demonstrates and explains ideas and methods using a board, flipchart, computer, OHP

· highlights new vocabulary, notation or terms and gets pupils to use them in their oral and written work

· involves children interactively through carefully planned questioning

· asks children to offer their methods and solutions for discussion

· ensures that children with particular learning needs in mathematics are supported effectively with appropriate resources, wall displays or adult help

· identifies and corrects any misunderstandings or forgotten ideas

· uses mistakes as teaching points

When working directly with groups, the teacher:

· has a manageable number of groups (usually a maximum of four)

· gives a clear introduction to tasks

· sets clear time scales and expectations for the tasks

· ensures the degree of differentiation is manageable (for example, by providing linked tasks on the same theme, usually at no more than three levels of difficulty)

· ensures that all children do not have to wait long for their turn

· maintains all children’s interest and motivation and makes sure they are on task

· sits and works intensively with one or two of the groups (does not flit among them)

· makes appropriate use of any support staff or adult helpers

Avoids interruption by making sure that those working independently know:

· where to find the resources

· what to do before asking for help

· what to do if they finish early

When working with individuals or pairs, the teacher:

· keeps the children working on related activities, exercises or problems

· targets individual or pairs for particular questioning or support

· encourages children to discuss and co-operate during paired work

In the plenary, the teacher:

· makes sure that there is sufficient time for the plenary

· draws together what has been learned, highlighting key facts, ideas and vocabulary, and what needs to be remembered

· indicates link with previous work, or where the work is leading

· brings the lesson to a close, reflecting one what has been achieved

General management features:

· seating arrangements allow children to see demonstrations and resources clearly

· resources and vocabulary have been prepared for use in the lesson

· any classroom assistant have been fully briefed and are aware of their role
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