	1. Comments on the quality of presentation and adherence to the school’s presentation policy

· Is the work as well presented as you wish?
· What would you want to see improved?
· Are there patches of ‘better’ or ‘worse’ presentation?
· Is there an appropriate use (depending on the age group/key stage) of pencil/pen?

	5. Comments on the volume of work, pace and progress over time

· Are the children doing sufficient work?

· Is there evidence of progress being made in various areas of mathematics?

· Is work usually completed?



	2. Comments on the quality of the marking and adherence to school’s marking policy

· Is work regularly marked?

· Is the marking in line with the school policy?

· Is there evidence of evaluative comments linked to the criteria and/or the use of praise?

· Are future targets set?

· Does the teacher’s handwriting / presentation set a good example?
· Are corrections pertinent to the objectives? 

· Are children encouraged to mark their own work?
	6. Comments on differentiation

· Is there evidence of differentiation of task and/or level of demand

· Does differentiation go beyond merely expecting higher attaining children to do more of the same type of work?

· Is there evidence of ‘open ended’ tasks being set?

	3. Comments on general accuracy

· Is number work largely accurate?

· Are there any areas for concern?

· Are the inaccuracies due to carelessness or misconceptions?

· How do children deal with errors and misconceptions they make in their work?

· What strategies are used by the children to check work?


	7. Comments on evidence of mental strategies being encouraged

· Does the written work show evidence that mental strategies are being encouraged e.g. are KS1/KS2 children mainly using a horizontal format for their calculations?

· Is there evidence of children being asked to explain in writing how they tackled a calculation or how they solved a problem?
· Is there evidence of children using jottings and empty number lines to support mental calculations

	4. Comments on the range and balance of work

· Does the work reflect the range of work as prescribed by the strategy?
· Are there any obvious gaps (given the time of the year)?
· Where applicable, is there evidence of the use of ICT in order to develop mathematical capability?
· Is there a suitable balance, for all children, between consolidation and practice and more challenging problem solving?

	8. Evidence of progression re: the setting out of algorithms (from Year 3) as per the strategy

· Is there sufficient evidence of attention to detail/accuracy re: the strategy’s guidance about ‘pencil and paper’ procedures?

· Is there evidence of use of the expanded written methods for all four operations, determined by the school

· Are calculations already set out in vertical columns or presented horizontally so that the children themselves must decide how to do them?

· Is the compact method for all four operations, evident for those children who are ready to progress from the expanded method
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