Mrs Macbeth.
A Primary School Tragedy

By Year 6, St.Michael’s, Howe Bridge….After W.Shakespeare.

SCENE 1

The empty dining hall of St Dunsinane’s school. Lunch has finished. The hall is empty except for three dinner ladies scraping slops into a bucket. Occasionally they laugh and mumble to themselves.
Dinnerladies :  That’s the dinner hour done

                           Monsters fed one by one

                           Greedy gobs, scoffing this and that.

                           Think it’s beef ? It’s really rat

                           And scabby cat and putrid bat

                           Slops for piggies in the bin,

                           Time for Death and Guilt and Sin.
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Mrs HUBBLE:
( Introducing herself) Mrs Hubble.

Mrs  BUBBLE:
Mrs Bubble !
Mrs TOYLAND:
Mrs Toyland! 
Mrs H:
We’re trouble

Mrs B:
Bad news

Mrs T:
A recipe for disaster

Mrs H:
You will wish you never had the pasta

Mrs B:
The beef and beans in our school dinner

Mrs T:
Will make a teachers life grow thinner

Mrs H:
And who will that be Mrs T?
Mrs T:
That’s up to us, sisters three

Mrs B:
Let’s get the best

Mrs H:
Forget the rest

ALL:

We’ll trick and tease and tempt to death

Mrs T:
Mrs Mmm?
Mrs B:
Macbeth?
Mrs H:
Mrs Macbeth?
Mrs T:
Yes, Mrs Macbeth

(The dinner ladies cackle) 
Scene 2 (Improvisation by Year 6) 

Choir 

Liam:- (leaps to his feet) Okay choir,1 2, 1 2 3. 

St Dunsinanes is wonderful 

We children have a ball 

We love our teachers everyone 

Mrs Macbeth best of all 

She taught us how to read our books 

And how to write our names. 

She helped us with our tricky sums 

And cheered us at our games. 

St Dunsinanes is wonderful. 
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Netballers

Hannah:-         Come on team, we can do it! 

Dani:-               Only 30 seconds to the final whistle! 

Megan:-            Let’s really make this one count! 

Sophie:-            Mrs Macbeth, lets do it for her 

Declan:-            Yeah! Let’s do it for St Dunsinanes! 

All:-                   We can do it – SHOOT!!  

Abi:-(slow motion )  Yeah!!  

Brainiacs 
James:-                Hello and welcome back to our thrilling final of Th Worlds                  

                             Beast Quiz Show. Ourr two teams are tied at 99 points.Our 

                             Two teams are are Oxford represented by Pimple and Spot          
                          (look at each other and smile smugly) and St Dunsinanes  represented 

                          By Einstein(plump hair) and Newton(catch an apple) Our question is 

                          Who wrote Romeo and Juliet? 
Alex:-                 (Ding buzzer, looking smug) Is it J. K. Rowling?(high 5 with Rikki) 

James:-                 (look at Alex) Incorrect we’ll have to go to St Dunsinanes. 

A+R:-                     (slap each others hands like babies) 

M+A:-                   (whisper to each other) 

M:-                        Is it William Shakespeare? 

James:-                  Correct 

M+A:-                 (cheer) Thanks Mrs Macbeth. 
Footballers  

( Doing football skills while they are talking)
Joe:-                     What do you think about going to Old Trafford on Saturday? 

Patrick:-                Yeah! 70,000 people watching us. 

Thomas:-               Absolutely brilliant-thanks to Mrs Macbeth. 

Logan:-                  I’ve got new boots. Mrs Macbeth bought them for me. 

Joe:-                        What kind of boots are they? 

Logan:-                    Predators. 

Conor:-                     Did she really buy them. 

Logan:-                     Yeah! 

All:-                           Ain’t Mrs Macbeth brilliant. 

Cheerleaders 

(all in a line looking very cheerful PomPoms at the ready) 

Liam:-          We won! 

Daniel:-        Champions! 

Leighton:-        Best cheerleaders in the whole of  Lancashire. 
Stephen:-          In England. 

Ellis:-               In the world!! 

J+E:-                 Give me an M )

L+D:-                Give me an R ) (all cheer and wave pompoms)

S+L:-                 Give me an S) 

J:-                       M (go down on one knee)(then get up and run around the back of the  

                           Line) 

E:-                      A (go down on one knee, wave pompom) 

L:-                      C ( as above) 

D:-                      B ( as above) 

S:-                       E ( as above) 

L:-                       T ( as above) 

J:-                         H ( as above) 

All:-                     (arms rolling with pompoms slowly stand up and cheer) Mrs Macbeth 
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SCENE 3
Dining hall at St. Dunsinane

(Enter Mrs Macbeth and Miss Banks)
Mrs Mac:
I love it Miss Banks, summertime in school, exams finished.
Miss B:
Nearly the holidays Mrs Macbeth
Mrs Mac:
And the children are fantastic. I’ve really loved this Year 6

(enter Mrs Duncan)

Mrs D:
Children, children, great news, extraordinary. I’ve just had the 



results for this years SATs exams

Y6:

Gasp

Mrs D:
And you all passed ! All of you – every paper. At level 5. It’s 



never happened before in the history of St. Dunsinanes. Well 



done everybody. And well done to you Mrs Macbeth. Best 



teacher in the school. You’re an inspiration to us all.
Y6:

Hooray

(Everybody FREEZE – except for Mrs Macbeth and 3 dinner ladies)

DL:

Now the SATs are sat and won



Passed by the darlings everyone



Its time at last to have some fun



(Cackles)

Mrs Mac:
Excuse me.

Mrs T:
Sorry Miss, you musn’t mind us.

Mrs B:
We are workers in the school

ALL:

Like you ! 

(point at Mrs Macbeth)
Mrs H:
But in the kitchen – just dinner ladies

Mrs B:
Stirring pots and grilling and frying

ALL:

We read the future,


In stuff left lying, lying, lying (whispered)
Mrs T:
In the bottom of bowls and dishes



And life for you will be delicious, licious, licious  Mrs Macbeth

(emphasis on s sound )
Mrs Mac:
How do you know my name?

ALL:

A hero now the schools best teacher,



You’ll make the news a special feature,



And when it’s all been written and read,



Mrs Macbeth will be the head.

Mrs Mac:
Nonsense .!!..............................  Really?



Mrs Duncan’s the head.



Me?     (wondering)


( THE WHOLE THING COMES ALIVE )
Mrs D:
Now, I’ve just two announcements . Granada Reports will be in 



school tomorrow filming a special report.

Mrs Mac:
(under her breath) Wow! Those dinner ladies (texting on her 



mobile phone)
Mrs D:
For the evening news. And in September Mrs Malcolm will be 



joining the school as Deputy Head !

( Enter Mr Macbeth)
Mr Mac:
What have I missed?     (to Mrs Macbeth)
Mrs Mac:
Did you get my text?

Mr Mac:
What?

Mrs Mac:
On your mobile !

Mr Mac:
Was it something about being the head?

Mrs Mac:
Keep it down ! You won’t believe what’s happened.

Mr Mac:
You mean about Mrs Malcolm being the deputy? It stinks! I 



can’t believe it. It should have been you ! In fact, you should be 



the head – you’ve been propping her up for years.

Mrs Mac:
But not for much longer.

Mr Mac:
What do you mean?

Mrs Mac:
I’ve been promised. Shh, tell you later. Check your messages.

Mrs D:
(walking over) Come on you three – bit of bubbly in the staff 



room.

SCENE FIVE

Mrs Macbeth is sitting alone in her classroom cutting hats – crowns, out of red paper using very large, very sharp scissors. She is talking, hands free, on her mobile to Mr Macbeth.

Mrs Mac:
Not a wink, I was up all night. 



How do you think I feel? Furious ?  No – mad !



I could kill her, stab her, chop her into bits. Then we’d see !


Remember what the dinner ladies said? 



Mrs Macbeth will be the head ! shsh


She’s coming. I can hear her clack,clack,clacking down the hall



I’ll do it. Trust me. Clack, clack, clack


No turning back.

(Enter Mrs Duncan with  two young children)

Mrs D:
Mrs Macbeth. Trust you ! Always working away. The 



television people want to ask you and your class a couple of 



questions – on camera. Very lighthearted.

Mrs Mac:
We’re always smiling.

Mrs D:
A couple of willing helpers. We can tidy up. Make the place 



look its best.


Mrs Mac:
Two more ….. Three…. Same difference !.... but more blood


……to tidy up

Mrs D:
I’m sorry. Are you ok?

Mrs Mac:
Never better. Ready for anything.
Mrs D:
So, where to begin?

Mrs Mac:
In there.
(pointing to stock cupboard) The stock cupboard.



You won’t believe what’s in there. I’ve been meaning to do it 



for a day or two. It’ll take all three of you.

Mrs D:
Come on children, let’s see what horrors Mrs Macbeth has for 



us.

Mrs Duncan and the two children enter stock cupboard. Mrs Macbeth rises from behind her desk and follows, scissors in hand.

Mrs Mac:
Clack ! Clack ! Clack !






(cackles of dinner ladies heard off stage)
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“A great way to keep
on the ball is to eat well."

SCHOO!
FOODTFUST





St Michael’s C.E. Primary School Howe Bridge. 
13 November – 15 November 2007 working with Andy Wright 

“Mrs Macbeth – A primary school tragedy” 

Comments by Year 6 pupils 

Positive comments 

· “It was great because it was fun, but at the same time a challenge. The cast did an excellent job, especially Danielle.” Mackenzie 

· “It felt good even if you didn’t have a big part because you had helped to write it.”                                                        Abi 

· “I liked it when we were in groups because we built up teamwork.”  

                                                                                               Daniel 

· “I think that performing this play in front of an audience gave me lots of confidence.”                                                          Lauren 

· “ I thought at first in the netball scene that it wasn’t sharp enough but once our team, Danielle, Declan, Sophie, Megan, Abi And I worked together and listened to each other we performed a brilliant scene.”                                                                                  Hannah 

· “I’m a bit braver now because I ended up as a cheerleader. I liked being an old man!”                                                             Stephen 
Improvements: 

· “I don’t think the group work fitted in with the play, so I would take that bit out.”                                                                         Megan 

· “The only bad thing about this play was it didn’t last long enough and it was a shame because I was really enjoying it.”      Hannah

